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Another instance came to my notice a few years ago
at Bezwada. A small boy, the son of well-to-do
parents, was murdered near the town for the sake of his
ornaments, and thrown into the canal. The body was
discovered and placed under a tree near the bank of the
canal, at a place where three roads meet A little after,
a small shrine, about a foot and a half high, was built
by the parents under a tree to the spirit of the murdered
boy. Then some one declared that he had made a vow
at the shrine and obtained his desire. The fame of the
shrine at once spread, the spirit of the boy rose quite to
the rank of a minor deity, and a local worship speedily
sprang up and became popular. When I last saw the
shrine it had been enlarged and had become about
twice its original size.
About sixty years ago a Hindu widow, named
Ramamma, lived between Bezwada and Hyderabad,
farming some land left her by her husband. After a
time she contracted immoral relations with one of her
servants, Buddha Sahib. Her brother was so angry
that he murdered them both. Then the cattle-plague
broke out; and the villagers connected it with the
wrath of the murdered Ramamma, and instituted special
rites to pacify her spirit. And now, whenever there is
cattle-plague in the district, two rough wooden images,
about two feet high, are made to represent Maddha
Ramamma and Buddha Sahib, and, with two images of
local goddesses as their attendants, are put on a small
wooden cart and dragged in procession at night round
all the principal streets of the village, accompanied by
fireworks, music, and nautck-girls (i.e. dancing-girls of
loose character connected with Hindu temples).
Finally, the cart is dragged to the boundary of the
village lands and thrown into the territory of the
adjacent village, in order to transfer to it the angry
spirit of Ramamma.
Temples have been built to Plague-amma during
the last ten years, as a result of the prevalence of
plague.
Special reverence is paid to persons who come to